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SOLDIERS FIELD VETERANS MEMORIAL 
BROWN COUNTY VETERANS MEMORIAL 
DODGE COUNTY VETERANS MEMORIAL 
GOODHUE COUNTY VETERANS MEMORIAL 
GRAND MEADOW VETERANS MEMORIAL 
HOWARD COUNTY VETERANS MEMORIAL 

MOWER COUNTY VETERANS MEMORIAL 
NORTHFIELD AREA VETERANS MEMORIAL 
RICE COUNTY VETERANS MEMORIAL
STEWARTVILLE VETERANS MEMORIAL 
WYKOFF VETERANS MEMORIAL
ond many more ....

It’s never 
too early to 

tell your 
story in stone. 

Anderson’s large indoor and outdoor display has the widest 
selecyion of styles colors and accessories in Southern Minnesota. 

Let or expert designers create your family’s memorial.

Award-winning Artists and Builders of Memorials Large and Small

SOME OF OUR PROJECTS INCLUDE:

To remember and to be 
remembered is the desire and 

heritage of generations.

149 YEARS OF SUCCESS



Please join us …
Monday Nov. 11 - 10:30 a.m.
Rochester International Event Center — 

7333 Airport View Drive SW, Rochester, MN 55902
8:30 to 10:00	 �Breakfast served courtesy of Powers Ventures
10:30	 �Welcome Kim Norton Mayor of Rochester

10:32	 Special Recognition Wayne Stillman
	 Past President Soldiers Field Veterans Memorial

	 Master Of Ceremony Lisa Peterson
10:34	 Posting Of Colors Intro Of Honor Guards Chad Stowers 
	 Retired Army Sergeant gambling chairman VFW post 1215 
	 Marine Corps League Thor Det. 606, Korean War Veterans Club, Rochester Police, 
	 Olmsted County Deputy’s, VFW Post 1215, Rochester Firefighters  
	 Vietnam Veterans of America Chapter # 1110, American Legion Post 

	 Posting of Colors, Mazeppa Veterans 
	 Flute accompaniment by Gene Eiden 

10:39	 “National Anthem” Performed By Tracey Pagel  
	 Olmsted County Deputy Sheriff

10:42	 “Pledge Of Allegiance” Tracey Pagel
10:43	 Invocation Wendell Amstutz
10:45	 Introduction Of Rich Daly Lisa Peterson
10:46	 Recognition Of Gold Star Families Rich Daly 
	 Past Commander of Disabled American Veterans (DAV)

10:48	 Introduction Of Air Force Band Lisa Peterson
10:48	 “God Bless America” Performed By Air Force Band
10:51	 Introduction Of Josh Vandekamp Lisa Peterson
10:52	 “POW/MIA Missing Man Ceremony Josh Vandekamp 
	 Army Combat Veteran and Member of the MN POW/MIA Riders 

1054	 More Than A Name On A Wall Performed By Tracey Pagel
10:58	 Please Stand, If Able, For 11-11-11
10:59	 Silence For Ringing Eleven Bells Bells For Eternity
	 Founder and owner Terry Throndson 

11:00	 “America The Beautiful” Performed By Air Force Band
11:04	 Introduction Of Speaker Lisa Peterson
11:05	 Main Speaker Robert Gross
	 Cemetery Administrator Minnesota Department of Veterans Affairs (MDVA)

11:19	 Armed Forces Medley Performed By Air Force Band
11:24	 Benediction Wendell Amstutz
11:27	 Retire Colors Mazeppa Color Guard
11:29	 Taps With Echo Les Fields And Gene Eiden
11:30	 Closing Remarks Lisa Peterson
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Joe, Joey and Nick Powers and the staff of the Canadian Honker.
Peter Mathiason and the staff at the Event Center for hosting Veterans Day.
Terry Throndson and the Bells for Eternity for their ongoing support
POW/MIA Riders and the DAV for their constant support
Mike Pruett of MLT for his ongoing support of Veterans projects and programs
Lee Herold of Herold Flags for the Flags and his ongoing support.
Phil Schroeder of Renning’s Flowers for the centerpieces and his ongoing support.
Jeff Hygrel of Oak Summit Golf Course for use of the golf carts.
Dave Evans and Bob Hopkins at Allegra for the printing of programs.
Greg Brandt at Audio Visual Logic for his continuous support
Andy’s Liquor for their ongoing support of Veterans projects and programs
Gene Eiden and Les Fields who are always available to perform for us.
Richard Swanson and the Byron Middle School Student Council for their assis-
tance and the “mail call” they present to our Veterans.

We especially would like to recognize and thank the Color and Honor Guards  
that graciously volunteer their time to carry the Colors at our many events over the years.

We recognize with gratitude, all the volunteers that made this program  
possible, and the supporters listed below. 

They support us, please support them.

Breakfast provided courtesy of the Canadian Honker 
and Powers Ventures

Activities to celebrate Veterans Day 

American Legion at 915 21st Ave SE is offering a 
free SOS meal on Veterans Day

Free Breakfast for all Veterans
Monday, November 11 . 6 am – 11 am

Hy-Vee Stores, Rochester MN 

Pasquale’s Pizzeria 130 5th St SW will be closed on  
Veteran’s Day but in honor of Veterans Day will give  

50% off for all Veterans on Nov 12th.  
To Place any orders Please call 507-424-7800. 
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C L A Y
E W E R S

we SUPPORT
our VETERANS

507-281-6363
Lic. #BC008077

Brothers, sisters, and families for the 
sacrifices you've made to keep our freedoms.

Thank You

1700 N Broadway, Suite 110, Rochester
507.288.4337 

mbroadwater@farmersagent.com

Michelle Broadwater Gappa – Petty Officer 2nd Class (USN Sep.)



We proudly

SUPPORT
our Veterans

225 South Broadway
507.285.1234

rochestermn.hgi.com

150 South Broadway
507.281.8000

rochesterdowntown.doubletree.com

10 East Center Street 
507.258.5757 

rochestermayoclinicarea.hilton.com

Clay Ewers, owner of Universal Ford in Rochester from 1967 to 1980, was a 
Technical Sergeant Radio-Gunner on a B-24 Liberator Bomber during WWII. 
He was part of the Mighty 8th Army Air Force, 846th Squadron, 489th Bomb 

Group, 2nd Bombardment Division, Theater of Operations ETO and served from 
April 1943 until December 1944. 

Airmen were asked to complete 25 missions at a time when life expectancy of a 
crew didn’t surpass six months. Casualty rates for heavy bomber crews reached as 
high as 89 percent. 

Only one in five made the quota to end their tour of duty. Crew members were 
given French and German money if they survived after being shot down. All of the 
crewmen, other than the officers, were Sergeant’s because if captured, the Germans 
treated individuals of that rank and above better. 

Clay Ewers was 32 and Sherm Abrahamson, age 24 met when they were assigned 
to the crew in Westover Field, Mass in early 1944. The other crew members were 
Ralph Cotton (pilot), Clarence Booth (co-pilot), Ralph Nix (bombardier), Pearson 
(engineer), Estes (top-turret), Cruikshank (waist gunner) and Davies (tail turret). 
After several months of training they were sent to Mitchell Field just outside NYC 
to pick up a new B-24. The plane was checked out thoroughly before they received 
orders to proceed overseas, with stops in Bangor Maine and Goose Bay Labrador, 
waiting for good weather. It was then on to Ireland where they stayed for 3-weeks 
practicing landings, takeoffs and flying in formation. They then proceeded to a small 
town called Southwold in England that had an air base that was the closest to the 
English channel of all the bases. My Dad never talked about the War, but did tell me 
one story about their trip across the Atlantic on the flight to Ireland. Sherm, the 
navigator said to me “Clay, we are running out of fuel….. and I can’t figure out where 
we are?” My father said, “I don’t know Sherm, but we better take a right.” It turned 
out he was correct and they finally landed in a field in Ireland. 

Sherm was able to fill in some details after Clay passed away. He said they 
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Thank You to All that have 
sacrificed  for OUR counrty

Winona 
71 East 2nd St. 
(507) 452-2312

Rochester 
2700 N. Broadway 
(507) 281-8989

Red Wing 
2835 S. Service Dr., Ste. 210  
(651) 388-1557

Mankato 
1600 Madison Ave., Ste. 102
(877) 836-3117

Paul Schneider, Mark Johnston and Amanda Martinson
Hearing Instrument Specialists



were shot up very badly over Munster 
Germany on one of their bombing 
missions and had to fly back alone un-
escorted. He said they landed just as the 
plane was running out of fuel.

 A 95-year old B24 Veteran and the 
only living member of his 10-man bomb 
group shared this recollection about 
warfare back then. “Most missions 
involved hundreds of B-17 Flying 
Fortress and B-24 Liberator bombers 
targeting ball-bearing plants, rail yards, 
oil production facilities and aircraft 
manufacturing factories. The bombers 
wreaked havoc on the German war 
machine, but allied casualties began 
to mount due to German 88 mm anti-
aircraft gun shells, commonly described 
as “Flak”. Bomber losses increased 
rapidly to a rate the Eighth could not 
withstand. On Sept 6, 1943, 400 planes 
joined in a raid on the German ball 
bearing production plants, 60 were 
shot down and 600 Airmen were lost. 
Eventually, the deployment of the P-51 
Mustang allowed bombers with fighter 
escorts to reach Berlin. The bombers and 
fighters together destroyed the Luftwaffe 
and air supremacy was gained over 
western Germany.”

The veteran’s grandson, who is a 
member of the US Air Force, commented 
“I can’t imagine what the crews went 
through. You are basically a flying in an 
unpressurized beer can with four engines 
strapped onto it, a few guns and about 
8,000 pounds of bombs. There is no GPS, 
no inertial navigation system, only a 
chart and a protractor to get you across 
the English Channel thru the clouds of 
German Flak. The planes were noisy, it 
was freezing at 20 degrees below zero 
at times and there was a low chance of 
survival over the course of 25 missions.” 

Sgt. Clay Ewers B24 was named 
the BTO which stood for “Big Time 
Operator”. They made 40 takeoffs with 
bomb loads and completed 33 missions 
over enemy territory. Clay remained 
friends with the Navigator, Sherm 
Abrahamson, until he passed away in 
1994 at the age of 82. 

I kept in touch with Sherm, who filled 
in more details of the crew and their 
missions. He recounted one instance 
where four squadrons, consisting of 12 
planes each, were lost on one of their 
missions, wiped out by the German 
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Thank You Veterans 
for your past, present and future services to our country

Stop in to see us for all your flooring needs!
The Name You’ve Trusted Since 1957      Sales and Installation

1601 3rd Avenue SE • Rochester, MN 55904 • (507) 282-7658 • www.laitalatile.com

Laitala Tile Co  
& Mill Creek CarpetKruse Lumber

111 7th St. NE, Rochester, MN
288-2681

Celebrating
Over 

100 Years!To All Veterans Who
Have Served & Protected

        Our Freedom...
                Thank You!
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Soldiers Field Veterans Memorial - Our Flag is still there!
Veterans: Citizens we honor for doing what must be done.

Herold Flags
2002 SW 2nd Street Rochester, MN                 507-288-1165



3428 Lakeridge Place NW, Rochester, MN  •  286-9232  •  www.metafile.com

Thank you to those who keep us free.

Metafile® — transforming content into assets.

Most companies face the challenge of managing different forms of information – Web content, 

e-mail, customer and donor data, images, reports and more. With a content management solution 

from Metafile, you’ll get information to the right people at the right time for improved collaboration, 

greater efficiency, reduced costs and a competitive advantage. Our MetaViewer® paperless financial 

processing and workflow solutions and ResultsPlus® professional fundraising management 

software are perfect examples of applications that give you just that.

Don’t waste another minute or another dollar — call Metafile® today.

Paperless Invoicing,
Proof of Delivery,

Workflow Automation

Fundraising Software 
for the way you work

Document Scanning
Paperless Accounting
Workflow Automation

Donor Management 
CRM Software

Works Like You.
Works for You.

8 A Special Advertising Section of the Post-Bulletin



A Special Advertising Section of the Post-Bulletin 9

Luftwaffe.
Clay was awarded the Flying Cross 

for extraordinary achievement in serial 
combat over Germany and occupied 
countries. He was also awarded the Air 
medal and three Oak Leaf clusters.

I had the opportunity to fly on a B-17 
in 1992 when the war planes were at 
Flying Cloud airport in Eden Prairie, MN 
and my father strongly encouraged me 
to do it. It was an early dawn takeoff, 
much like what was done, when it was 
determined that the only way to win the 
war was to do day-light bombing. We 
flew around Minneapolis and St. Paul, 
culminating in several low level fly-bys 
at the airport before landing. It was an 
experience I will never forget and allowed 
me to first hand come to appreciate their 
bravery, flying these bombers. They truly 
earned the title of being a member of 
“The Greatest Generation.”

-Don Ewers

5421 RoyalPlace NW • (Corner of 18th Avenue & 55th St NW Rochester)

507-289-3600 • www.ranfranzandvinefh.com

We are grateful for our 
military, past and present, 

and the families who 
support them

Monday - Thursday 7:30-6:00 • Friday 7:30-5:30 • Saturday 8:00-3:00

Thank You 
For Your Service!

Paint the Country Beautiful

We’re honored to serve our Veterans, their spouses, and families.
• Independent Living • Assisted Living • Memory Support 
• Short-term Rehabilitation • Long-Term Care

with appreciation for our veterans

A Senior Living and Care Community 1900 Ballington Blvd. NW,
Rochester • www.thehomesteadatrochester.org • 507-535-2000



Mayo Southeast Chapter 28 of the Minnesota 
Disabled American Veterans is proud to support 
veterans in Southeast Minnesota. Over the past 
3 years, Chapter 28 has:

 1. Provided over $76,000 to veterans in need. This is 
emergency help for rent, utilities, car repair, food and other 
necessities. 

2. Sponsored the first Women’s Veteran gala in the state of 
Minnesota.

 3. Provided over $120,000 to multiple veteran and community 
service organizations who have further assisted veterans 
in our region. These organizations include: Operation 
Hometown Gratitude, Ironwood Springs Christian Ranch 
(Operation Welcome Home and Gold Star family retreats), 
and Beyond the Yellow Ribbon Southeast Minnesota.

 4. Provided deer hunting opportunities to 55 disabled 
veterans who otherwise might not have been able to hunt.

 5. Chapter programs have provided embroidered lap 
blankets with toiletry kits, commemorative sweat suits, and 
pillowcases to veterans residing in nursing homes and long 
term care facilities over the past several years. 

6. Assisted several disabled veterans with acquisition and 
training of service dogs.

Mayo Southeast Chapter 28 of
theMinnesotaDisabledAmerican
Veterans is proud to support
veteransinSoutheastMinnesota.
Over the past 2 years, Chapter
28 has:
1. Provided over $71,000 to veterans in
need. This is emergency help for rent,
utilities, car repair, food and other
necessities.

2. Sponsored the first Women’s Veteran
gala in the state of Minnesota.

3. Provided over $120,000 to multiple
veteran and community service
organizations who have further
assisted veterans in our region. These
organizations include: Operation
Hometown Gratitude, Ironwood Springs
Christian Ranch (Operation Welcome
Home and Gold Star family retreats), and
Beyond the Yellow Ribbon Southeast
Minnesota.

4. Provided deer hunting opportunities
to 55 disabled veterans who otherwise
might not have been able to hunt.

5. Provided over 1000 commemorative
sweat suits and pillowcases to veterans
residing in nursing homes or other long-
term care facilities. These articles were
embroidered with the service emblem of
the branch of service that each veteran
served in.

6. Assisted several disabled veterans with
acquisition and training of service dogs.

Chapter 28 would like to thank the
following businesses and organizations
for hosting our DAV Clothing Donation
Bins. Donations received in these bins
help us fund the Veteran support listed.

Silver Lake Shopping Center
HyVee North
Mazeppa Community Center
Zumbrota VFW
Pine Island American Legion
Kasson American Legion
Dodge Center American Legion
Sam’s Club
HyVee South
Barlow Plaza
HyVee West
Rochester Athletic Club
Rochester VFW

Chapter 28 will be sponsoring a GALA
Fundraising event in the Spring of 2019.
Anyone wishing to sponsor or donate to
this event, please email:

DAVSEMN@gmail.com

Thanks for all your support
ELLSWORTH D. FIELDS, Commander

DAVSEMN@gmail.com

Women Veterans of Chapter 28

Chapter  28 will be sponsoring a GALA 
Fundraising event in the Spring of 2020.  
Anyone wishing to sponsor or donate to 
this event, please email:

2019 Women Veterans Gala
Chapter 28 would like to thank the 
following businesses and organizations 
for hosting our DAV Clothing Donation 
Bins. Donations received in these bins 
help us fund the Veteran support listed.

Silver Lake Shopping Center 
HyVee North
Mazeppa Community Center 
Zumbrota VFW 
Pine Island American Legion
Kasson American Legion 
Dodge Center American Legion
Sam’s Club
HyVee South Barlow Plaza
HyVee West 
Rochester Athletic Club 
Rochester VFW

Mayo Southeast Chapter 28 of
theMinnesotaDisabledAmerican
Veterans is proud to support
veteransinSoutheastMinnesota.
Over the past 2 years, Chapter
28 has:
1. Provided over $71,000 to veterans in
need. This is emergency help for rent,
utilities, car repair, food and other
necessities.

2. Sponsored the first Women’s Veteran
gala in the state of Minnesota.

3. Provided over $120,000 to multiple
veteran and community service
organizations who have further
assisted veterans in our region. These
organizations include: Operation
Hometown Gratitude, Ironwood Springs
Christian Ranch (Operation Welcome
Home and Gold Star family retreats), and
Beyond the Yellow Ribbon Southeast
Minnesota.

4. Provided deer hunting opportunities
to 55 disabled veterans who otherwise
might not have been able to hunt.

5. Provided over 1000 commemorative
sweat suits and pillowcases to veterans
residing in nursing homes or other long-
term care facilities. These articles were
embroidered with the service emblem of
the branch of service that each veteran
served in.

6. Assisted several disabled veterans with
acquisition and training of service dogs.

Chapter 28 would like to thank the
following businesses and organizations
for hosting our DAV Clothing Donation
Bins. Donations received in these bins
help us fund the Veteran support listed.

Silver Lake Shopping Center
HyVee North
Mazeppa Community Center
Zumbrota VFW
Pine Island American Legion
Kasson American Legion
Dodge Center American Legion
Sam’s Club
HyVee South
Barlow Plaza
HyVee West
Rochester Athletic Club
Rochester VFW

Chapter 28 will be sponsoring a GALA
Fundraising event in the Spring of 2019.
Anyone wishing to sponsor or donate to
this event, please email:

DAVSEMN@gmail.com

Thanks for all your support
ELLSWORTH D. FIELDS, Commander

DAVSEMN@gmail.com

Women Veterans of Chapter 28

Mayo Southeast Chapter 28 of
theMinnesotaDisabledAmerican
Veterans is proud to support
veteransinSoutheastMinnesota.
Over the past 2 years, Chapter
28 has:
1. Provided over $71,000 to veterans in
need. This is emergency help for rent,
utilities, car repair, food and other
necessities.

2. Sponsored the first Women’s Veteran
gala in the state of Minnesota.

3. Provided over $120,000 to multiple
veteran and community service
organizations who have further
assisted veterans in our region. These
organizations include: Operation
Hometown Gratitude, Ironwood Springs
Christian Ranch (Operation Welcome
Home and Gold Star family retreats), and
Beyond the Yellow Ribbon Southeast
Minnesota.

4. Provided deer hunting opportunities
to 55 disabled veterans who otherwise
might not have been able to hunt.

5. Provided over 1000 commemorative
sweat suits and pillowcases to veterans
residing in nursing homes or other long-
term care facilities. These articles were
embroidered with the service emblem of
the branch of service that each veteran
served in.

6. Assisted several disabled veterans with
acquisition and training of service dogs.

Chapter 28 would like to thank the
following businesses and organizations
for hosting our DAV Clothing Donation
Bins. Donations received in these bins
help us fund the Veteran support listed.

Silver Lake Shopping Center
HyVee North
Mazeppa Community Center
Zumbrota VFW
Pine Island American Legion
Kasson American Legion
Dodge Center American Legion
Sam’s Club
HyVee South
Barlow Plaza
HyVee West
Rochester Athletic Club
Rochester VFW

Chapter 28 will be sponsoring a GALA
Fundraising event in the Spring of 2019.
Anyone wishing to sponsor or donate to
this event, please email:

DAVSEMN@gmail.com

Thanks for all your support
ELLSWORTH D. FIELDS, Commander

DAVSEMN@gmail.com

Women Veterans of Chapter 28
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C O M M A N D E R
D A L E  W E L L I K

A M E R I C A N  L E G I O N 
M I N N E S O T A  1 S T  D I S T R I C T

Mahn Family
Funeral & Cremation Services

WWW.MAHNFAMILYFUNERALHOME.COM

We Salute  
our Veterans

Rochester Chapel
1624 37th St. NW

Rochester, MN 55901
507-280-0311 • 1-866-254-7659

Bodelson-Mahn Chapel
602 Plum St. • P.O. Box 111

Red Wing, MN 55066
651-388-3343 • 1-888-480-2852

Larson Chapel
1475 Jefferson Drive
Zumbrota, MN 55992

507-732-5444

Mahler Chapel
209 1st Ave. NW • P.O. Box 117

Pine Island, MN 55963
507-356-4620

Anderson-Peterson Chapel
1022 West Lyon Ave. • P.O. Box 90

Lake City, MN 55041
651-345-2113

Serving the individual and commercial insurance 
needs of Minnesota, Iowa and Wisconsin since 1993.

3228 6th Ave. NE #A Rochester, MN 55906
www.twsagency.com • ted@twsagency.com

We Support  
Our Veterans!

Serving the individual and commercial insurance 
needs of Minnesota, Iowa and Wisconsin since 1993.

3228 6th Ave. NE #A Rochester, MN 55906
www.twsagency.com • ted@twsagency.com

We Support  
Our Veterans!

3228 6th Ave. NE #A Rochester, MN 55906  
www.twsagency.com • ted@twsagency.com

Serving the individual and commercial insurance  
needs of Minnesota, Iowa and Wisconsin since 1993.

Our oldest Brother, Dale , enlisted in the United States Air 
Force in December, 1967. 

After completing basic training at Lackland Air Force 
Base , Texas , he was sent to Beloxi, Mississippi for Electronic 
Aircraft Guidance training. 

Enroute to his next assignment in Minot, North Dakota , he 
and Joyce Alink were married , November, 1968. They lived in 
Minot until Dale was deployed to South Korea, February, 1970. 
Since Dale would be in “remote military installations” families 
were not allowed, so Joyce came to Rochester to live and worked 
at Mayo Clinic. Of course all the family was concerned about Dale’s 
safety and health and we treasured his letters. A year seemed like 
such long time to his 10 brothers and sisters ,mom (Mary) and 
dad(Elmer), and Joyce, we all missed “our soldier” brother everyday. 

When he returned to Tinker AirForce Base, Oklahoma In march, 
1971, to complete his enlistment obligation , Joyce joined him and 
after his honorable discharge, December, 1971, they came back to 
the Rochester,Minnesota area to work and raise their 2 daughters, 
Denise and Shari. 

Always proud of his military service Dale is active in the 
American legion. 

He is in the honor guard and parades, has gone to schools to talk 
about patriotism, attended military funerals and visits many other 
vets and their families, always ready to assist . 

He fund-raised relentlessly so that all WW2 vets could be 
included on the day long HONOR FLIGHTS to Washington, DC. 
He was an escort on several flights and when they returned to 
the crowded airport late in the evening it was really a wonderful 
sight to see; so many emotions unleashed by family and friends 
welcoming them home again. 

We were very excited when the soldiers field memorial was being 
built and we would be able to salute our veterans with a “personal 
paver “. Dale was one of the first to sign up and checked frequently 
thereafter when the installation began. The pavers of Dale, our dad, 
Elmer,WW 2, and mom’s father, Robert Gildner, WW1, are next 
to each other on the first curve and since then, many friends and 
relatives have been added . 

In May, 2019, Dale was installed as American legion 
Commander, Minnesota 1st District . He is honored to have been 
chosen and is excited to move ahead with his duties and challenges. 
We wish him a successful year and know he will do his best be a 
strong voice for all veterans.



FOR VETERANS

NOVEMBER 11

500 CROSSROADS DRIVE SW
507-289-7500

500 37TH STREET NW
507-289-1815

1315 6TH STREET NW
507-288-8233

4221 WEST CIRCLE DRIVE NW
507-292-6000

HEARTLAND TIRE AND AUTO
JIM MINER

Owner/Store Manager

507-289-3949 or 1-800-414-3949
Fax 507-289-1207

2811 South Broadway • Rochester, MN 55904
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John G. Ellingson

Honoring
All and Our 
Very Own

1016 Civic Center Drive NW Suite #102 • 507.258.4640

THANK YOU
for your
service!

Located Downtown on the Peace Plaza
www.Laskers.com

507-288-5214

The History Center of 
Olmsted County thanks all 
United States veterans for 
their service to the nation.

507-282-9447 | 1195 West Circle Drive SW | olmstedhistory.com
Photo taken at base Hospital 26, a hospital unit in France during 

WWI where many Mayo Clinic doctors and nurses served.

507-533-0117
1580 Second Avenue • Stewartville, MN

Nov. 9 - Nov. 13

Offer for current or retired military personnel with 
valid military ID.  Not valid on entire check.

50% off
Veterans 
for Buffet only 

(Does not include to-go/delivery 
orders in this offer).

Nov. 12 - Nov. 16



507-289-3921 • northwestdentalgroup.com

$15
Examination and 
X-ray with paid 

cleaning
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Dentistry for the whole family! 

Call us in the morning and 
we’ll see you the same day, 
guaranteed! 

Extended weekday and 
Saturday hours to better suit 
your busy schedule! 

Now a preferred provider for 
the Premier network of Delta 
Dental!

Coupon must be presented at 
the time of service. Cannot I 
be used in conjunction with 
other offers, disount plans or 
insurance. New patients only. 
Expires January 31st, 2020.









Northwest Dental Group
Creating Healthy Smiles With Legendary Service!

Veterans...You Served Us!
Now Let Us Serve You!

4205 Hwy. 14W • Rochester • 507-282-HEAT • www.ksheating.com
Serving the greater Rochester and five county area since 1988.
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These are the memories of my 
Mothers’, my Sister’s and mine 
of our years spent in Germany 

during World War Two.
My parents, Amelia Wirth and 

Theodor and my three year old sister 
came to the U.S. in in 1925 and settled in 
Chicago where they had family.

Most of my Mother’s family remained 
in Germany and in 1938 my grandfather 
wanted our family to visit Germany 
and he would purchase the tickets. That 
is when disaster struck by me falling 
down two flights of stairs and sustaining 
serious head injuries. I was not expected 
to live but I survived and was able to 
travel so in the spring of 1939 we set 
sail for Germany. I was 1 ½ years old. We 
sailed on the “Europa”, which was the 
last German ship to cross the Atlantic.

The ship held mostly young German 
men called back to serve in the Army. 
After we docked in Bremerhaven we 
found that the trains were so full with 
young men we could not take any 
luggage and had to send for it later. 
When we arrived at our destination no 
one met us as all our cousins and my 

We Salute Our Veterans

36 28th Street S.E.
Rochester, MN 
507-529-5052

3380 55th St. N.W.  
Rochester, MN 
507-281-8538

1800 8th St NW 
Austin, MN

507-434-0100

960 Hwy 3 S
Northfield, MN
507-645-7700

When we arrived at our destination no 
one met us as all our cousins and my Uncle 
were already marching across Poland so we 

had to walk quite a distance to the farm.
-Helen Anderson



Why join the VFW?
Because our strength comes from you. Simply put, the VFW strives to 
do good things for deserving people - our veterans, their families and 
their communities. From local grassroots ideas to national influence, 
we work every day to make a difference. It’s our strength as an organi-
zation. And, with each individual membership, we only grow stronger.

Why be a VFW Honor Guard Member?
Born from a need to recognize the passing of a brother-in-arms a Hon-
or Guard was formed by the Rochester Post 1215 in 1924, Veterans 
of Foreign Wars members. Their mission, Perform a Military Funeral 
service that will include a rifle volley, taps and the presentation of a 
folded flag to the surviving loved one of the veteran. In addition, these 

volunteers perform a public service when asked to do so, to include 
posting and retrieval of the National colors at certain ceremonies, 
raising of the colors at baseball games, display the colors in parades, 
perform flag education services for school and scout groups, honor 
local returning war veterans and to provide that service which may 
require a Military Honor Guard, the oldest in the State. 

Or you can just support the Honor Guard Team by your donations. All contibutions go to Uniforms, Equipment & Recruitment.

2775 43rd St NW, Rochester, MN
 Gambling License #A00405

Bar Hours:  
Mon-Thu: 10 am–10 pm;  

Fri: 10 am–Midnight
Sat: 10 am–11 pm I Sun: 11 am–7 pm

Full Kitchen Service for Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner 
beginning at 7 am at the Mess Hall Tavern and Grill

(507) 289-6818
Rochester VFW post 1215
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We converted a beer wagon to a covered wagon  
and prepared to leave. I remember my Mother 

crying “Ich gehe nicht” (I’m not going).
-Helen Anderson

Uncle were already marching across 
Poland so we had to walk quite a distance 
to the farm.

We stayed on the farms of different 
family members for the next three 
months.

My sister, Elizabeth, and I were 
American citizens but my Mother’s 
Visitor Visa had just ran out so she 
was not able to return to the U.S so my 
Mother chose to keep us in Germany. 
Meanwhile she and my sister had to find 
work so we went to Berlin where we had 
relatives. My Mother found a job in in 
a uniform factory, my Sister a secretary 
and I went to day care. All went well until 
the bombing intensified and we were in 
bomb shelters almost every night. We 
had a radio, which was forbidden, that 
we listened to every night even though 
if caught we would be thrown in jail. It 
was the only way we could get news of 
the war. When the bombing intensified 
my Uncle, who had been wounded so was 
sent home, moved us back to his farm. 
From there we moved to a town called 
Malchine where my Mother and Sister 
found work again. Across the street was a 
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church with no bathroom facilities or running water where refuges coming from the 
North stayed overnight.

My Uncle then sent a message to return to the farm with only what we could 
carry. We traveled by bicycle with a small suitcase and a small down comforter, left 
our home and possessions, and traveled cross country to the farm. Upon arriving 
we found  our Mother’s cousin and family. My Uncle said we should all leave as the 
Russian Army was only five miles away. We converted a beer wagon to a covered 
wagon and prepared to leave. I remember my Mother crying “Ich gehe nicht” (I’m 
not going). My sister stated she and I were going so finally my Mother joined us. We 
traveled for three weeks searching for the Americans and were constantly shot at by 
planes so we were forced to travel by night and stay in the barns of farmers during 
the daytime.

We were dropped off at a train station where we slept on benches waiting for a 
train but they were all full. I don’t remember but somehow we ended up in a boxcar 
with five other people. The elderly man that was with us would talk to the conductor 
of every train that was going our way and persuade him to hook our boxcar up. We 
finally arrived in a location we felt was safe and made our way through the woods 
with our little suitcase and comforter. After many days some young soldiers spotted 
us and were surprised when they spoke to us to in English and my sister answered in 
English. They were British troops and took us to their commander where my sister 
told her story. They fed us and gave us a place to sleep. It was the first time I had 
seen white bread and asked my Mother what it was, “Was ist alas Mama?” weis brot.

We were told they were leaving in the morning and there were no plans to take us 
so my Sister went to the Commander and informed him we were Americans and they 
must take us. They arranged for us to fly in the Army bucket seat plane to Belgium 
where we were later transported by Army trucks to an American holding camp in 
Germany. My Mother encountered a suspicious man looking around so when we 
stopped to rest in a barn my Mother put us in the farthest corner and covered us 

with the comforter. We were scared and I guess he went away.
I remember the holding camp was a very sad place. There were dead refugees lying 

in ditches and people cutting meat out of dead horses. Those are pictures that are in 
my mind today.

From there we were transported to a Displaced Person’ Camp, South of Frankfort, 
which consisted of large apartment houses they had taken from the Germans. We 
lived there for two years while my Mother and Sister worked with the Red Cross 
giving out clothing donated by the U.S.

In May of 1946 we returned to the U.S on a U.S. warship where the crew and 
officers donated their quarters to the women and the men slept below deck.

Helen married Marlo Anderson in 1956. Marlo was a Korean War Veteran and a 
recipient of the Bronze Star and the Purple Heart. He died in 1985.
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In January of 1945 I felt there was a good chance I would be drafted into the 
Army. I wanted to serve but felt the Navy would be a better fit for me so I joined 
the Navy

I was sent to Sampson, New York for my Boot Camp training and in February, 
if you’ve ever been to New York in February you know it is very cold and dreary. I 
survived serving with Company 444 a great unit that won the “Regimental Rooster” 
for marching, which entitled us to one days “Liberty” in Geneva, New York. It wasn’t 
all bad in Boot Camp..

From Sampson we were sent to Norfolk, VA and boarded USS San Marcos, a 

Kaiser ship, that broke down on it’s shakedown cruise. From Norfolk we traveled 
south which took us through the Panama Canal on our way to Hawaii. The ship broke 
down again just outside of San Diego, CA and had to be brought in for repairs. The 
local graduating high school were a sight as it is the only place I ever saw where the 
girls wore evening dresses with white socks and saddle shoes.

One week after leaving San Diego on our way to Hawaii our ship broke down 
again so we were sent back to San Francisco for repairs. Again we did not complain 
because we were there for two weeks and had “Liberty” every other day. While 
there I met the owners of a bar and a restaurant and discovered they were fellow 

I was sent to Sampson, New York for my Boot Camp 
training and in February, if you’ve ever been to New 
York in February you know it is very cold and dreary. 

-Emilio Loiacono
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Brooklynites from New York and we 
formed a friendship and they treated me 
like a King during my stay. I was very 
disappointed when our ship final was 
able to continue on to Hawaii.  

It may seem strange but I did not 
like Hawaii as it looked very much 
like Coney Island in Brooklyn, N.Y. 
A month later we joined a task force 
of one battle ship, two destroyers, a 
cruiser and an Aircraft Carrier bound for 
Saipan.  On the way our task force had a 
mission to attack Wake Island where we 
bombarded the island for three hours. 
We later found out we had destroyed 
their food and water supply and the 
Japanese were living on Albatross which 
we called “Goonie Birds.” During that 
bombardment we lost 24 planes, all 
because they ran out of gas, but all of 
the pilots were rescued. As we continued 
on to Saipan I made a huge mistake by 
hanging my hammock between two 
smokestacks which covered me with soot 
and a huge mess to clean up. Two weeks 
after we were dropped off at Saipan our 
ship, the USS Pennsylvania (BB38), was 
torpedoed at Okinawa.

In Saipan we were very lucky because 
between the time Saipan was declared 
secure and the end of World War Two 
8000 Japanese were killed or captured 
and all that time we were unarmed.

Another brother, Sebastian LoIacono 
joined the Navy in 1947 where he 
served eight years, most of the time in 
Washington D.C. He served his time 
playing the trombone in the Navy Band.

After eight years he was put up in an 
apartment to assist him in making the 
decision to re-enlist or not. He took the 
Chief Petty Officer test and passed with 

[Sebastian] took the Chief Petty Officer test 
and passed with flying colors but the Navy 
refused to promote him because of his age

-Emilio Loiacono
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flying colors but the Navy refused to promote him because of his age, which was 26, 
and he would have been the youngest Petty Office in the Navy.

While in the Navy he served some time with the Mediterranean Fleet and met my 
Uncle and spent a lot of time with him and his family. At dinner one time he started 
to cut the fat off a pork chop and was told by his Uncle they ate every part of a pork 
chop so my Uncle took the fat and ate it himself.

After a while the Navy requested he make a decision about re-enlisting in the 
Navy. At that time my brother told them he had enlisted in the Air Force. He quickly 
packed up and moved to his Air Force quarters where he retained the rank equal to  
First Class Chief Petty Officer. The Air Force also assigned him to perform in the Air 
Force Band. He retired from the Air Force after 20 years.

My oldest brother, Al, spent time at the C.C.C Camps and from there joined 
the Army Air Corps, which was changed to the U.S. Air Force in 1947, before Pearl 
Harbor. He was stationed at Elgin Field, Florida for four years as a photographer 
for the Air Corps. From there he was sent to the Philippines where he served in 
Mindanao for a year. He sent home many pictures of the people, their customs and 
also sent pictures of many airplanes, which I have donated to the Veterans Military 
Museum to be built in Rochester. Al was the first one in our family to join the 
service and I have honored him by having a paver installed at the Rochester Veterans 
Memorial. I did not get one for my other brother because I was under the mistaken 
idea the veteran had to be from Minnesota, which I know now is not true.

VIETNAM VETERANS of AMERICA Chapter 
1110 of ROCHESTER & S. E. MINNESOTA

Never again will one generationof veterans abandon another.

Meeting Place: VFW Post 1215, 2775 43rd ST N W, Rochester, MN  
Time and Date: 7PM on the 4th Monday of the Month
Membership is open to U.S. military veterans who served 
on  active duty in Vietnam between February 28, 1961 & 
May 7, 1975,  or in any duty location between August 5, 
1964 and May 7, 1975.
Contact Info: (507) 990-1347 web: www.vva.org 
Membership Cost: $50 Lifetime Membership

Al was the first one in our 
family to join the service and I 
have honored him by having a 

paver installed at the Rochester 
Veterans Memorial. 

-Emilio Loiacono
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According to the 2018 DAV report, 
Women Veterans: The Journey 
Ahead, nature-assisted therapies, 

including retreats, have been shown 
to have a clear and consistent positive 
impact on readjustment for women 
veterans. Retreats that place veterans 
together, often in nature or focusing on 
problem solving situations, offer a way 
for transitioning veterans to interact, 
solve problems and engage with a larger 
community that has shared similar 
experiences. A review of the available 
literature on nature-assisted therapies 
found uniformly positive outcomes for 
veterans who participated in some kind 
of retreat or course (from gardening to 
backcountry navigation), without any 
negative effects. Although many of the 
cited studies were relatively small and 
qualitative, veterans reported outcomes 
such as improved mental and physical 
well-being, a path back to work and 
improved ability to deal with PTSD 
symptoms in everyday life.

Women may especially benefit from 
the retreat model; they are less likely 
to be members of a veteran service 

It helped to feel less alone.
Isolation is brutal.
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organization and often have trouble locating communities of 
other women veterans. Women veterans also report feeling out 
of place among civilian women, and if they experienced military 
sexual trauma (MST), women veterans may feel uncomfortable 
around male veterans.

This information led to the dream of offering the first SE MN 
Women Veterans Retreat. 2-4 August, 2019, women veteran 
members of Disabled American Veterans (DAV) Mayo Southeast 
Chapter 28 facilitated the event at Ironwood Springs Christian 
Ranch in Stewartville, MN. The retreat consisted of group 
sessions around the bonfire, hiking, sunrise yoga, yoga nidra, 
horse-back riding, vision boards, and plenty of time to relax and 
share similar stories and experiences.

TESTIMONIALS
The women were asked what events helped with management 

of mental health symptoms/and or what new tools they learned 
to assist with managing mental health:

It helped to talk with other women who truly understand and 
relate to what I’ve been through.

Fireside talks, one to one, just being with fellow female 
veterans.

It helped to feel less alone. Isolation is brutal.
Being in the woods was extremely helpful. I felt the horseback 

riding was such a therapeutic tool. I enjoyed the group talks 
around the campfire. I enjoyed the yoga and yoga nidra. I also 
think talking with people who accept and understand was 
empowering, being able to leave if you became triggered and 
find comfort outside was a new skill. I also tried a crafting event 
I never thought I would enjoy and realized I loved it and helped 
organize my thoughts and anxiety.

CONTINUING ON
Due to the feedback and overwhelmingly positive response 

from the veterans who attended, the retreat will be offered again, 
this time in a winter setting from 31 January-2 February 2020

For more information on attending, or to support this event 
financially, please contact:

Ashley Laganiere, Veteran Service Officer
Olmsted County Veteran Services
2100 Campus Drive, Ste 200
Rochester, MN 55904
507-328-6355

Being in the woods was extremely 
helpful. I felt the horseback riding 

was such a therapeutic tool.
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The third annual Disabled 
American Veterans (DAV) 
Chapter 28, and Olmsted 

County Veteran Service Office women 
veteran gala, hosted on Thursday, 
May 23rd, 2019 at the VFW Post 
1215, Rochester, MN was a huge 
success!! This by far was the banner 
year, with over 180 women veterans 
in attendance. Thank you to the DAV 
Women Veteran members, and DAV 
Auxiliary for assisting with planning 
and facilitating this event. Thank you 
to all, for the support and donations 
that made this event spectacular! I 
am pleased that this event had such a 
great turnout. It is important for all 
veterans to have a support system, 
this event, gives women veterans that 
connection, and networking with other 
women veterans. This event provided 
resources, encouragement and valuable 
connections that will help these women 
veterans long after this event ends.

We hope to host the 4th annual 
Women Veteran Gala, May 21, 2020, at 
the Rochester Event Center.  For more 
information about the event or the DAV 
Chapter 28. Please contact Olmsted 
County Veteran Service Office and ask 
for Jennifer or Ashley: 507-328-6355.

W O M E N 
V E T E R A N  G A L A
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ironwoodsprings.com

Serving military members and families, Ironwood’sOperationWelcomeHome program is a series of retreats for active military, veterans
and their families. Retreats are provided free of charge, providing a place for the military community to come together, strengthen their
faith, build relationships and support each other. The sacrifices made by military members and their families is great. In order to bless
families with retreats free of charge, it is necessary to raise over $100,000 each year. With a generous gift, youwill join hundreds of donors
in honoring and thanking thesemilitary families for their service. A gift of $600 sponsors one family. Your support is greatly appreciated.

Thank you for your support!
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R O G E R  C . 
L E W I S 

1 9 4 6 - 1 9 6 7
Class of 64 Caledonia, son of Robert Lewis, 

PFC 1966-1967, Cannoneer, Battery C, 1st 
Battalion, 44th Artillery, Vietnam, Killed in 

Action, at Quang Tri, Vietnam, Bronze Star and 
Purple Heart. 

On August 21, a three- vehicle convoy from Thon 
Son Lam in Quang Tri Province was ambushed 
by the NVA along Route 9, 4 kilometers north of 
Ca Lu. A platoon from Company L reacted to the 
attack but was surrounded before they reached the 
ambush site. Additional units were deployed into 
a battle lasted throughout the day that resulted in 
eight men being killed and many more wounded 
during the engagement with the enemy. One of 
the casualties was PFC Roger Lewis, one of the 
passengers in a vehicle killed by fragmentation 
wounds from a hostile explosive device. 

He is buried in the Evergreen Cemetery, 
Caledonia, MN. 

Note: Roger and I were inducted together.
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November 11 was originally 
Armistice Day, a celebration of 
peace on the first anniversary 

marking the end of World War I. It has 
evolved into Veterans Day, a day to honor 
those who have served in the military, 
who continue to serve in uniform, and 
who have died in service to our country. 
Less than 10% of the population can call 
themselves a veteran,1 and when you 
consider the impact these individuals 
have had on the world, you realize what 
gratitude is owed by so many to so few. 

I grew up in a military family. My 
grandfather served in the Army Corps 
of Engineers during World War II, and 
my father is a career Naval aviator and 
Vietnam veteran. I wish I could say 
that I joined the Navy out of a sense of 
tradition, duty, and patriotism, but that's 
not how it was. The truth is, I wanted to 
become a physician and did not have the 
money to put myself through medical 
school. When the Navy offered me a 
commission and full scholarship under 
the Navy Health Professions Scholarship 
Program, I jumped at the chance. After 
all, it was peacetime, and my job would 

W I T H  G R A T I T U D E 
O N  V E T E R A N S  D A Y

L E S L I E  V.  S I M O N ,  D O
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be to practice medicine and to take care 
of patients, which didn't seem much 
different from what I would be doing in 
the civilian world as a physician. 

On September 11, 2001, I was an 
Emergency Medicine resident at the 
Naval Medical Center in San Diego, 
California. I was standing in a patient's 
room when I heard what had happened 
in New York and at the Pentagon. As I 
watched the planes fly into the World 
Trade Center again and again on the 
television, I was devastated by the assault 
on my country. I also realized that what it 
meant to serve in the military was about 
to change. 

When most people think about the 
Navy, they think about aircraft carriers 
covered in fighter jets or hospital ships 
like the Comfort and the Mercy that 
serve humanitarian aid missions all 
over the world. What many people do 
not realize is that Navy Medicine also 
provides health care for the Marines. In 
my decade of service as a naval officer, I 
never spent the night on a ship because I 
was assigned to the Marine Corps. 

The Marines are sometimes 
affectionately referred to as the “pointy 
end of the spear.” Along with the Navy 
SEALS and the other Special Forces, they 
take on some of the most dangerous 
missions of the military. As Ronald 
Reagan is often quoted, “Some people 
go their whole lives wondering if they 
have made a difference in the world. The 
Marines don't have that problem.” 

In Operation Iraqi Freedom 
and Operation Enduring Freedom 
(Afghanistan), the United States has 
had the most severely injured casualties 
since Vietnam. But of the injured, more 
than 90% will survive—many of whom 

As the patients poured 
in with some of the 
most devastating 
injuries I had ever 

seen, I realized what 
patriotism, honor, and 
courage really mean.

-Leslie V. Simon, DO
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would never have survived another 
conflict. There are several reasons for 
this: better gear, faster evacuation, and 
some incredible advances in battlefield 
medicine, which have revolutionized both 
military and civilian trauma practice. 
The Marines attribute their high survival 
rates to putting their resources closer 
to the point of injury. I thought this 
sounded like a great plan until I realized 
that as an emergency physician, I was 
considered a resource. 

I left for deployment on my twin 
girls’ first birthday. At the time, I had 
4 children under the age of 5 that I was 
leaving for 8 months. To be perfectly 
honest, nobody wanted me to go 
less than I did. But once I was there, 
everything changed. As the patients 
poured in with some of the most 
devastating injuries I had ever seen, I 
realized what patriotism, honor, and 
courage really mean. I learned it from 
my colleagues—the doctors, nurses, 
and corpsmen working alongside me. 
More importantly, I learned it from 
my patients, several of whom were still 
children on September 11, 2001. I may 
have missed my oldest son's first day 
of kindergarten and my twin girls’ first 
words and first steps, but what I had 
given up paled in comparison to the 
sacrifices made by my patients. Many of 
them gave their lives, their limbs, their 
eyesight, and their emotional well-being. 
And they gave this voluntarily, in service 
to their country. I also realized that what 
I was doing really mattered. I realized 
I was very well trained and capable 
of providing the care these patients 
deserved and that most of them would 
survive to go home to their families 
because their “resources were close to 

the point of injury.” It was an incredible 
privilege to be their physician, and it was 
the most professionally rewarding thing I 
will ever do. 

Had this been World War I, I would 
not have been able to serve in the 
military because I am a woman.2Had 
this been World War II, I would not have 
been permitted to serve because I am an 
osteopathic physician.3 I'm grateful to 
my country and my profession for the 
progress that has been made. I will always 
be grateful to the Navy for my education, 
my exceptional training, the camaraderie 
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of my colleagues, and the opportunity 
to know that I made a difference in the 
world. As physicians, we are provided 
with multiple opportunities to rise to an 
occasion; the Navy taught me to never 
pass one up. 

For those of you who have served 
in the military, in peacetime or in 
war, thank you for your service to our 
country. I'm proud to be one of you. And 
for those of you who have not served in 
the military, thank you for reading this. 
Even if you have never put on a uniform, 
your support of those who have is every 
bit as important. When I deployed, 
my sister quit her job and she and her 
husband moved in with my husband to 
help raise my children. It's not the kind 
of thing you could ever ask of someone 
or ever repay. In my book, my sister is 
a bigger hero than I will ever be. Happy 
Veterans’ Day, with much gratitude. 
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What happens when, out of the blue, your child tells you they’ve joined the 
military? 

“When our oldest son decided to join the Marines, it was a total shock 
to us,” said Tami Sawyer, current President of the Blue Star Mothers of Southeast 
Minnesota. “He came home from college and told us he was joining the Marines, and two 
weeks later he was at bootcamp.” 

She had no idea what any of it meant, what her life would look like now that her son 
was in training and soon-to-be active duty.

“I didn’t know how to send a package, what you can and cannot do, that there would be 
no phone calls, there would be weeks where you wouldn’t hear from them,” she recalled. 
“I was glad to have this support group, because people don’t really understand unless you 
are personally affected. It’s nice to have moms who get it and who can help guide you as a 
new mom through that time.”

At its core, Blue Star Mothers is a support group for mothers of all active members of 
all branches of the military. “You don’t have to belong to the official organization, but you 
are a Blue Star Mom no matter what,” explained Tami. “A lot of people don’t know that.”

Chapter 10, the Southeast Minnesota chapter, meets once a month, except July, and 
while they have official business (it is part of the national organization) the basis of the 
meeting is to offer a space for mothers to come together to share their hardships, their 
joys, their struggles, and to support each other through it all.

As President of Chapter 10, Tami oversees fundraising for the group. Much of the 
money raised supports Gold Star Mothers, mothers who have lost children while in the 
military. There is a ceremony when a mother transitions from Blue to Gold. Blue Star 
Mothers attend funerals, send flowers, and regularly have coffee with Gold Star Mothers, 
continuing the network of support through all aspects of military life. They also host an 
annual dinner for Gold Star Mothers and their families in December.

The local chapter encompasses all of southeastern Minnesota, and members live as far 
away as Northfield, Plainview, and Hastings. In fact, each year the group does a Christmas 
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You don’t have to belong to the 
official organization, but you are 
a Blue Star Mom no matter what.

-Tami Sawyer
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program at the Veteran’s Home in Hastings, where they bring cards and a small cash gift 
for the vets.

The organization also participates in the Disabled Veteran’s Deer Hunt at Chester 
Woods annually, along with Wreaths Across America, Tee it Up for the Troops, and more. 
Additionally, they support other organizations that support veterans, like Operation 
Hometown Gratitude, which sends care packages to active military members.

Being able to help out and to give back is a major factor why Tami continues to be part 
of Blue Star Mothers. 

“It’s such an unexplainable experience, being a parent of a military child,” she said. 
“You’re so proud of your kids, and you know what they’re sacrificing. …We know 
the importance of them getting support and having people remember them and not 
forgetting.”

For more information about Blue Star Mothers Chapter 10 and for their meeting 
times and location, visit bluestarmomsmn.com.

Expires June 30th 2020
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Gale Hill was drafted into the Army at 
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from school as Uncle Sam said he 
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I spent seventeen weeks at Camp 
Hood, Texas, four weeks at Van Dorn, 
Mississippi. I went into Camp Shanks, 
NewYork. Sailed around the Statue 
of Liberty went through the Strait of 
Gibraltar to Camp Lucky Strike. Got on 40 & 
8 boxcar to Frontline Battle of the Bulge and 
Sigfreid Line, Germany. General D. Eisenhower our Commander Officer. I was 
in Wire Section. Helped hook wires to dial phones run by two dry cell batteries. 
Voice could carry about fifty feet. If the wires snapped we had to find the right 
wires to hook phones up again. 

Received my G.E.D. from University of Minnesota - VFW Winona, Minnesota
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Dallas N. DeYoung 
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Edison W. Houck 
Marines

Korean War

Past Commander 1997

Lester E. Johnson 
Army

Korean War

Kenneth J. Kappauf 
Army

Korean War

John A. Kautz 
Army

Korean War

Robert L. Keith 
Navy

Korean War

Sandy Keith 
Marines

Korean War

Francis E. Kennedy 
Army

Korean War

John W. Kerr 
Air Force

Korean War

Kermit N. Ketchum 
Navy

Korean War

Lloyd Ketterling 
Army

Korean War

Herman J. King 
Air Force

Korean War

Milton (Bud) A. Kitzman 
Army

Korean War

Paul M. Kitzmann 
Army

Korean War

Dewey Johnson 
Army

Korean War

David Jones 
Army

Korean War

Don Hegland
Army

Korean War

Edward Heppelmann
Army

Korean War

James L. Kingsporn
Army

Korean War



K O R E A N  WA R

A Special Advertising Section of the Post-Bulletin 43

Kenneth J. Knoepke 
Army

Korean War

Mervin E. Knutson 
Marines

Korean War

Orrin L. Knutson 
Air Force

Korean War

Stan L. Koch 
Navy

Korean War

Robert Koenck 
Army

Korean War

Charles A. Koening 
Army

Korean War

Jerry R. Korstad 
Army

Korean War

Past Commander 1995

Edward E. Korbel
Army

Korean War

Floyd R. Lewis
Army

Korean War

George C. Kramer 
Army

Korean War

Raymond J. Krolak 
Army

Korean War

Lucian “Dick” Kroska 
Air Force

Korean War

Richard C. Kruger 
Air Force

Korean War

Paul A. Kruger 
Navy

Korean War

Leo Kubat 
Army

Korean War

James Kramer 
Navy

Korean War

Lewis G. Kramer 
Army

Korean War

Jerry Kratz 
Army

Korean War

Cyril W. Kubista 
Army

Korean War

Past Commander 2009-2014

Walter E. Kuhlman 
Army

Korean War

Wilbur Laffrenzen 
Army

Korean War

Darrel G. Lande 
Army

Korean War

Francis R. Lange 
Army

Korean War

Keith Larson 
Air Force

Korean War

Gerald F. Lehnherr 
Army

Korean War

Clinton Lerfald 
Army

Korean War

Derwin E. Lester 
Army

Korean War

Ervin D. Lewandowski 
Marines

Korean War

Basil C. Luck 
Air Force

Korean War

Gordon Lukehart 
Air Force

Korean War

Clarence C. Lunde 
Air Force

Korean War

Douglas S. Lybeck 
Navy

Korean War

B.J. Loeffler 
Army

Korean War

Arvin O. Lubahn 
Army

Korean War

Lyle R. Lubahn 
Army

Korean War

Donald F. Lloyd 
Army

Korean War

Past Commander 2014-2017

William E. Lyke 
Army

Korean War

Lyle (Mike) Madsen 
Air Force

Korean War

William C. Madsen 
Army

Korean War

John R. Majors 
Army

Korean War

Gerald D. Malagrino 
Army

Korean War

Bob Marks 
Navy

Korean War

Victor C. Marquardt 
Army

Korean War

Robert O. Mathieson 
Air Force

Korean War

George Margellos 
Army

Korean War

Past Commander 1998
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Bud R. Mattson 
Navy

Korean War

Robert V. McAlpine 
Army

Korean War

Dean McConaughey 
Army

Korean War

Kenneth McDonald 
Army

Korean War

Lorne McDonald 
Navy

Korean War

William A. McFarland 
Army

Korean War

Alfred E. McGinnis 
Navy

Korean War

John R. McGuire 
Air Force

Korean War

Ross McInroy 
Air Force

Korean War

Bill D. McNeil 
Navy

Korean War

Vern R. Meister 
Army

Korean War

Louis Mejia Jr. 
Army

Korean War

Merlin Mestad 
Army

Korean War

Sterling D. Mestad 
Army

Korean War

Donald E. Meyer 
Air Force

Korean War

Kenneth F. Millard 
Army/Navy
Korean War

Elmer A. Miller 
Air Force

Korean War

Loren S. Milne 
Army

Korean War

Richard A. Mitlyng 
Air Force

Korean War

Virgil Moffit 
Air Force

Korean War

Harold F. Mohlke 
Army

Korean War

Roald Mona 
Army

Korean War

Richard H. Moore 
Army

Korean War

Wes Moreland 
Navy

Korean War

Lowell F. Narveson 
Army

Korean War

Donald E. Nash 
Navy

Korean War

Lewis C. Needles 
Army

Korean War

Roger L. Nelson 
Air Force

Korean War

Dave E. Nelson 
Navy

Korean War

Bernard O. Nesler 
Marines

Korean War

Harvey L. Newkirk 
Army

Korean War

David F. Newman 
Army

Korean War

Arvid O. Nietz 
Army

Korean War

Cephas R. Morley 
Marines

Korean War

Alan Morton 
Army

Korean War

William J. Myers 
Air Force

Korean War

Glenn Mulholland
Army

Korean War

Loren Nielson
Army

Korean War

Daryl G. Nolte 
Navy

Korean War

Clyde E. Norell 
Navy

Korean War

David A. Norris 
Air Force

Korean War

Duane C. O’Malley 
Air Force

Korean War

Ralph L. Odden 
Army

Korean War

Del F. Ollhoff 
Air Force

Korean War

Warren L. Olsen 
Army

Korean War
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Raymond Ozmun
Army

Korean War

Jim Patterson
Marines/Army

Korean War

Archer A. Olson
Army

Korean War

Burton William Ramaker
Army

Korean War 1954-1957

Neil E. Richards
Navy

Korean War

Vincent C. Riccioli
Navy

Korean War

Jerry A. Olson 
Air Force

Korean War

Ted E. Olson 
Army

Korean War

James Osmonson 
Army

Korean War

Duane L. Overby 
Navy

Korean War

David F. Overend 
Army

Korean War

Robert D. Ostrom 
Navy

Korean War

Past Commander 1993-94

Erwin B. Paavola 
Army

Korean War

Patricia A. Pasch 
Army

Korean War

Eugene L. Paulsen 
Army

Korean War

Delano G. Paulson 
Marines

Korean War

William D. Peabody 
Marines

Korean War

Joseph Pelletier 
Army

Korean War

Donald O. Peterson 
Navy

Korean War

Floyd L. Peterson 
Marines

Korean War

Merle J. Peterson 
Army

Korean War

Norman J. Pipho 
Army

Korean War

Donald R. Pischke 
Navy

Korean War

Kenneth V. Plummer 
Navy

Korean War

Marvin T. Polikowsky 
Army

Korean War

Cletus S. Pollack 
Army

Korean War

Leonard E. Porter 
Navy

Korean War

Frank J. Potratz 
Coast Guard
Korean War

Warren L. Potter 
Army

Korean War

James R. Powers 
Army

Korean War

Donald A. Priebe 
Army

Korean War

Jim Prechel 
Army

Korean War

Vern S. Prouty 
Navy

Korean War

Ed Raasch 
Army

Korean War

William C. Reese 
Army

Korean War

Sue L. Register 
Air Force

Korean War

Glenn Ranfranz 

Korean War

John L. Ring 
Army

Korean War

Floyd Robb 
Army

Korean War

James R. Roberts 
Army

Korean War

Thomas S. Robinson 
Marines

Korean War

Ernest A. Roeber 
Navy

Korean War

Marvin G. Rose 
Navy

Korean War

Eugene Rose 
Navy

Korean War

Arnold G. Roth 
Navy

Korean War
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David O. Rowlands 
Air Force

Korean War

G. Edward Rucker 
Navy

Korean War

Richard W. Rud 
Army

Korean War

Darrell H. Ruesink 
Navy

Korean War

Wayne R. Ruhl 
Marines

Korean War

Gary A. Russell 
Air Force

Korean War

Santo S. Russo 
Army

Korean War

Delbert C. Rybert 
Army

Korean War

Fred W. Saack 
Air Force

Korean War

Donald A. Sabatke 
Air Force

Korean War

James E. Salsman 
Marines

Korean War

Roman Salz 
Army

Korean War

Norman Sampson 
Navy

Korean War

Wilbert Sas 
Army

Korean War

Robert C. Schlee 
Navy

Korean War

Ray E. Schliesman 
Army

Korean War

Daniel H. Schmidt 
Air Force

Korean War

Donald R. Schreiber 
Army

Korean War

Arthur G. Schreiber 
Army

Korean War

Eugene K. Schueller 
Air Force

Korean War

Walter Schultz 
Army

Korean War

Jack A. Schweitzer Sr. 
Air Force

Korean War

Harold Searles Jr. 
Navy

Korean War

Ron Seeger 
Army

Korean War

Robert J. Seidlitz 
Navy

Korean War

E. Jerome Ramstad 
Army

Korean War

Richard Severson
Army

Korean War

Glenn A. Siercks 
Navy

Korean War

Sandy R. Smith 
Army

Korean War

Charles D. Smith 
Army

Korean War

Merle G. Smith 
Army

Korean War

William A. Smith 
Marines

Korean War

Jerold S. Snook 
Army

Korean War

Lyle D. Solem 
Army

Korean War

Duane R. Sparks 
Air Force

Korean War

Clarence Speltz 
Army

Korean War

Bob St. John 
Navy

Korean War

Roland R. Shanks 
Army

Korean War

Richard G. Sheldon 
Army

Korean War

Arland B. Shelstad 
Army

Korean War



K O R E A N  WA R

A Special Advertising Section of the Post-Bulletin 47

Marshall Sveska
Army

Korean War

Howard E. Wagner
Army

Korean War

Bill St. Martin 
Air Force

Korean War

Claude D. Stafford 
Army

Korean War

Albert L. Stanek 
Army

Korean War

Leon Steinkamp 
Army

Korean War

William J. Stephenson 
Army

Korean War

Gerald E. Stettler 
Army

Korean War

Robert C. Stewart 
Marines

Korean War

Darrel Stewart 
Air Force

Korean War

Chub Stewart 
Coast Guard
Korean War

Fred Stussy 
Air Force

Korean War

Gerhardt J. Stueve 
Army

Korean War

James G. Sullivan 
Army

Korean War

Clifford W. Swarthout 
Army

Korean War

Elmer D. Tate 
Army

Korean War

Ken A. Thamert 
Army

Korean War

James Thomford 
Army

Korean War

Orland E. Thoreson 
Army

Korean War

Robert Thorson 
Army

Korean War

Donald F. Timbeross 
Army

Korean War

Albin “Bud” Timm 
Army

Korean War

Leonard K. Tlougan 
Army

Korean War

Tillman S. Treangen 
Army

Korean War

Donald A. Tri 
Marines

Korean War

David D. Tweite 
Air Force

Korean War

Richard T. Utley 
Air Force

Korean War

John C. Van De Walker 
Navy

Korean War

Roger L. Van Der Heyden 
Army

Korean War

Lloyd H. Vehrenkamp 
Army

Korean War

Gerald Vettel 
Navy

Korean War

John D. Wade 
Air Force

Korean War

Wayne R. Uptagrafft 
Army

Korean War

Past Commander 2002-08

Edward B. Waldo 
Army

Korean War

Kenneth D. Wallace 
Army

Korean War

Paul Walsh 
Navy

Korean War

James L. Warren 
Army

Korean War

Gerald P. Watros 
Navy

Korean War

Kenneth E. Weaver 
Army

Korean War

James F. Ward 
Navy

Korean War
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Gerald W. Williams 
Army

Korean War

George E. Winslow 
Army

Korean War

Edward A. Wiorek 
Air Force

Korean War

Wayne C. Witt 
Navy

Korean War

Robert J. Witt 
Marines

Korean War

Otto J. Wondrasch 
Army

Korean War

Dale Zalky 
Navy

Korean War

Carl R. Zander 
Army

Korean War

Donald E. Zeller 
Air Force

Korean War

Mathew P. Zieringer 
Army

WWII/Korean War/Vietnam

Charles T. Zimmerman 
Army

Korean War

J. A. Weichart
Air Force

Korean War

Kenneth J. Weber
Navy

Korean War

Donald J. Wendt 
Air Force

Korean War

David S. Whitcomb 
Army

Korean War

Robert T. White 
Air Force

Korean War

Bill White 
Army

Korean War

Stan E. Whiting 
Air Force

Korean War

David D. Wicklund 
Army

Korean War

Don R. Wiegert 
Navy

Korean War

James A. Wignes 
Army

Korean War
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*Past Commander

KOREAN WAR CLUB
THESE PAGES ARE DEDICATEDTO OUR DECEASED MEMBERS

Clements Motors | Elcor Construction | Grafe Auction | James Heppelman
Mercedes-Benz of Rochester | Valley Transportation

for the financial support.

Duane Grafe, Commander, Korean War Veterans Club

Thank You
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•  Meat Trays - Wednesdays & Fridays

The American Legion  
Wm. T. McCoy Post #92 
5 PULL TAB GAMES AT ALL TIMES 

      • Raffle Drawings
      • Meat Trays - Wednesday & Friday
      • Bingo on the 2nd and 4th Saturdays
   of the month at 1 :00 p.m.

915 21st Ave SE, Rochester, MN 55904
(507) 282-1322

Charitable Gambling  •  License #00254-003
FIND US ON FACEBOOK 

www.rochestermnlegion.org

in our American Legion Family!
William T. McCoy Post #92 has been active in Rochester for almost 100 years; receiving our 

charter on February 10th, 1921. Two of our most notable charter members are Dr. William J. Mayo 
and Dr. Charles H. Mayo. As of today, we are almost 1000 members strong!

Our Mission is guided by Four Pillars
Veterans Affairs and Rehabilitation : National Defense : Americanism : Children and Youth 

On behalf of the William T. McCoy Post #92 American Legion Family, I thank you for your support
of Post #92 over the last 100 years, and we look forward to our next 100 years in Rochester.

The American Legion: Veterans Still Serving America,

Now in our new location.
Open 7am daily

Full breakfast/lunch/ 
dinner menu

Breakfast served all day
LIVE MUSIC EVERY WEEKEND

Members, Veterans,  
& Heroes Discounts

Public is WELCOME!



A Special Advertising Section of the Post-Bulletin 51

2909 S. Broadway, Rochester  •  www.hillercarpet.com • 288-1766

Still family owned 
since 1947

Thank You!

READERS
CHOICE
WINNER!
20 14

READERS
CHOICE
WINNER!
20 16

BEST
BEST

WINNER!

OF THE

20 19
 formerly 

Readers Choice

Broadway Plaza
Rochester’s premier high-rise,

offering a unique haven of contemporary
luxury serviced apartments.

Thank You for your service!

15 1st Street SE, Rochester, MN 55904 www.rochesterbroadwayplaza.com 507-424-4200




